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[International Application No. PCT/ JP03/06071| 

Claims 1-46 are classified into the following thirteen 
inventions: claims 1-8, claims 9-15, claims 16-19, 
claim 20, claim 21, claims 22 and 24-31, claims 23-31, 
claim 32, claim 33, claim 34, claims 35 and 37-45, 
claims 36-45 and claim 46. 

The invention of claims 1-8, the invention of claims 9- 
15 and the invention of claims 16-19 have a structure 
comprising a glass substrate which is thin enough to be 
curved and a film which is thicker than the glass 
substrate and attached to the glass substrate. The 
three inventions share this structure as the particular 
technical feature as provided for in the second sentence 
of PCT Rule 13.2, and are technically related to one 
another in the sense as provided for in PCT Rule 13. 
Therefore, the inventions provide a unity of invention. 

The invention of claim 20 and the invention of claim 21 
have a structure comprising an insulating substrate and 
a polarizing plate which is thicker than the insulating 
substrate and attached to the insulating substrate. The 
two inventions share this structure as the particular 
technical feature as provided for in the second sentence 
of PCT Rule 13.2, and are technically related to each 
other in the sense as provided for in PCT Rule 13. 
Therefore, the inventions provide a unity of invention. 

The invention of claims 22 and 24-31, the invention of 
claims 23-31, the invention of claim 32 and the 
invention of claim 33 share a structure comprising a 
polarizing plate attached to an insulating substrate and 
a touch panel attached to the polarizing plate. 
However, this structure (i.e., attaching the touch panel 
to the polarizing plate attached to the insulating 
substrate) is a conventionally known technique (see 



JP 60-188929 A, for example) and does not constitute the 
particular technical feature as provided for in the 
second sentence of PCT Rule 13.2. Since the four 
inventions do not share anything that could be regarded 
as the particular feature as provided for in the second 
sentence of PCT Rule 13.2, they are not technically 
related to one another in the sense as provided for in 
PCT Rule 13. Hence, the invention of claims 22 and 24- 
31, the invention of claims 23-31, the invention of 
claim 32 and the invention of claim 33 fail to provide a 
unity of invention. 

The invention of claim 34 has a structure wherein a 
polarizing plate is attached to a touch panel attached 
to an insulating substrate. 

The invention of claims 35 and 37-45, the invention of 
claims 36-45 and the invention of claim 46 share a 
structure comprising a polarizing plate attached to an 
insulating substrate and a backlight attached to the 
polarizing plate. However, this structure (i.e., 
attaching the backlight to the polarizing plate attached 
to the insulating substrate) is a conventionally known 
technique (see JP 2-264217 A, for example) and does not 
constitute the particular technical feature as provided 
for in the second sentence of PCT Rule 13.2. Since the 
three inventions do not share anything that could be 
regarded as the particular feature as provided for in 
the second sentence of PCT Rule 13.2, they are not 
technically related to one another in the sense as 
provided for in PCT Rule 13. Hence, the invention of 
claims 35 and 37-45, the invention of claims 36-45 and 
the invention of claim 46 fail to provide a unity of 
invention. 

The groups of inventions described in the aforesaid five 



paragraphs do not share anything that could be regarded 
as the particular feature as provided for in the second 
sentence of PCT Rule 13.2, and they are not technically 
related to one another in the sense as provided for in 
PCT Rule 13. 

In view of the foregoing, the number of inventions 
requiring an additional fee is 9. (An additional fee is 
required for nine groups of invention, namely, the 
invention of claims 20 and 21, the invention of claims 
22 and 24-31, the invention of claims 23-31, the 
invention of claim 32, the invention of claim 33, the 
invention of claim 34, the invention of claims 35 and 
37-45, the invention of claims 36-45, and the invention 
of claim 46.) 
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